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SOME IMPORTANT THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

*
The promises you are asked to make in the Baptism service are no less 
significant than marriage vows. They need to be thought about 
carefully, and the notes in this leaflet will help you begin this process.

*
The Parish will provide a brief preparation program to help make your 
child’s Baptism a sincere, meaningful and joyful occasion for you.

*
Baptism is a community activity, when your child is incorporated into 
Christ’s church. So it is appropriate that the Baptism should occur in 
the presence of the Church, during regular Sunday worship. You will 
need to discuss available dates with the Parish Priest.

*
There is no fee for Holy Baptism, but most parents like to make a 
special thank offering. This may be given to the Parish Priest or put in 
the collection plate during the service.

*
If, after reading the material on the next page, you feel that Baptism is 
appropriate at this time, fill in the application form and return it to the 
Parish Priest. An alternative service of ‘Thanksgiving for the birth of


a child’ is available for any who feel baptism is inappropriate.

*
Please contact the Parish Priest if you have any problems 
with this 
application.

WHAT BAPTISM MEANS

TO PARENTS:  Before completing the application for baptism, please read and think about these notes carefully.

TO PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS:  Before accepting an invitation to be a godparent (or ‘sponsor’), please think about what is involved and be sure that you can conscientiously take your part in the baptism.

Baptism.   Baptism is the act by which a man or woman, having openly declared a trust in Jesus Christ and a desire to follow him, is joined to the Christian family, the Church.  Baptism involves a personal allegiance to Jesus Christ, a commitment to the life and fellowship and worship of the Church, and the gift from God of new life in Christ.

Infant Baptism.   Although baptism normally requires a personal act of faith and commitment, the church welcomes those who are not yet old enough to do this, on the understanding that the child will receive a Christian upbringing within the family of Christ’s church.  In fact, as you see from the meaning of baptism, infant baptism only makes sense on these terms.

What is required of Parents and Godparents?    You would not wish your child’s baptism to be in any way a sham.  Before you decide to ask for baptism for your child, or before you accept an invitation to be a godparent, please think carefully about your own commitment. The preface to the baptism service requires that as parents and godparents you should ask yourselves whether you are prepared to the best of your ability to give the child a Christian upbringing within the family of Christ’s church; whether you will help the child to be regular in public worship and in prayer, not only by your teaching but also by your example and your prayers; whether you will encourage the child in due time to come to confirmation and communion.


This is, as you see, a very definite and demanding undertaking.  You will however have the whole family of the church to help you, and your parish priest will gladly advise you on how to fulfill these obligations through the years.

A Question Mark.   Perhaps after reading these notes you may feel that you are not yet ready to bring your child to be baptized or to act as a godparent.  If so, now is the opportunity to find out for yourself more about the Christian faith and membership of the church, and – if you have not been baptized or confirmed yourself – to prepare for confirmation.  The clergy will gladly help you in all this.

If you feel you are ready to bring your child to be baptized, or to act as a godparent, then you will also know that you do so with the strengthening of God’s loving care, and the welcome and support of the whole family of the church to which you belong.

APPLICATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM

FAMILY NAME: _________________________________________________________
PROPOSED CHRISTIAN NAMES:   ____________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:   __________________________________________________________________

FATHER’S FULL NAME:   ___________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION: _________________BAPTISED? _____________  CONFIRMED?  _____________

MOTHER’S FULL NAME:   ___________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION: ________________BAPTISED? ______________  CONFIRMED? ______________

ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________________


         _________________________POSTCODE:___________PHONE:___________________

FULL NAMES OF GODPARENTS: (Parents are seen as the chief Godparents and may ask others to help them in this task.  Godparents are, traditionally, two of the child’s sex and one of the other sex.  At least one parent or Godparent should be a confirmed member of the Anglican Church.)
1
______________________________________________________________________________

2
______________________________________________________________________________

3
______________________________________________________________________________

FULL NAMES AND DATES OF BIRTH OF OTHER CHILDREN:


_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

We undertake, by God’s help, to see that our child is brought up in the Christian faith according to the teachings of the Anglican Church, and is brought to the Bishop for Confirmation when of age to make personally the promises we will make on our child’s behalf.


Signatures of Parents.

FOR THOSE WHO LIVE AWAY FROM HOLY TRINITY PARISH
and will not be worshipping here regularly please take this form to your home Parish and have the Priest sign below.

TO

:  The Rector, Parish of Holy Trinity Launceston

FROM
:  ______________________________________

PARISH
:  ______________________________________

I have met the family applying for baptism. They have undertaken the preparation for baptism (if any) required by this Parish.

Signed:  ________________________    Date: _______________


PARISH USE ONLY

DATE OF BAPTISM
  :  _______________________________


PARISH SPONSOR
  :  _______________________________


PREPARATION 

  :



_____________
    _______________________________



_____________        _______________________________



_____________        _______________________________


MU



  :  _______________________________


PARISH ROLL

  :  _______________________________

